13th Sunday in Ordinary Time Homily, Year C, 6-26-16
It all began at the start of my 3rd year of college at the seminary. I was settled into college life with a B average in my studies. I had just declared my major in English literature. 
In comes as a new English professor a man named Dr. Kibildis.
He had been a  professor at the University of Detroit. He would be teaching me a number of English literature courses over the next two years.

Dr. Kibildis was a wonderful teacher; he made English literature come alive! He would read out loud some of the stories of Shakespeare’s tragedies which often ended with the death of the heroes. I can remember one which ended with the hero being stabbed. Just as the time for the bell to end class would ring,  he read the tragic ending as the knife was being thrust into his body of one of the main characters, Dr. Kibildis “fell” out of the classroom and was on his way to the next class. We all stood applauding his performance.
He would also read some of the classic comedies having us all laughing until we were in tears. He was an excellent professor.

Well, I will never forget writing my first paper for Dr. Kibildis; it was a   five page report. It came back with a short note on it in red: “good ideas, poorly expressed, F”. 

I was shocked; I felt rebuked; I had just declared my major in English and received my first F on a paper in college. Well, you can bet that the next time I did a paper for his class, I worked my but off… and received a B. I never did get an A in any of the classes I took from him, but I learned an important lesson from Dr. Kibildis: I often had good ideas but did not always express them clearly. Dr. Kibildis wanted me to learn one thing: How to express my thoughts and ideas clearly. It has its effects on me to this day. (Tell of the story of revising my homilies on  Saturday evenings.)

My experience with Dr. Kibildis reminded me of another mentor in our community: how Tom Izzo, the basketball coach for Michigan State, handles his players. First of all, they know he and his family will do anything for them; 
· feed them, 
· counsel them, 
· even take them into his home. 
The players know that he is totally dedicated to them. 
But have you ever seen how he deals with them when they make a bad mistake on the basketball court? He calls them over to the sideline and rebukes them, screams at them, points out their miscue in no uncertain terms and then has them sit down on the bench for a while to think over what he has just told them. His goal with them is for the team to reach its highest potential, Big Ten championship and national ranking. Any blind spots which will stop them from reaching their full potential needs to be addressed.

Today’s gospel tells us of how Jesus rebukes and corrects his disciples. These men and women have given all to follow Christ. They have found in him someone who is the source of life. Jesus is not just an English professor or a basketball coach. He is the source of life, the fount of hope, the Savior of the world. And he has chosen them to be companions with him in announcing the Kingdom of God is at hand.

But just as I had a blind spot about writing clearly in English class, and very good college basketball players can have blind spots in their skill set, so too did his disciples have blind spots in today’s gospel, and Jesus has no trouble pointing them out.

1. The disciples were angry at how people had rejected the Good News. Jesus simply told them, “Let’s go on to the next town. We have bigger fish to fry. We are here to announce the Kingdom of God is at hand!”
2. Jesus tells them that most people do not have a quick conversion: (example: when people come out of a deep religious experience of a retreat and then lose the spirit after a few days). Jesus reminds them, “Foxes have holes and the birds have nests, but the son of man has no place to rest his head.
3. Responsibility to family be as an excuse from following the Lord - let me go and bury my father; let the dead bury their dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the Kingdom of God.
No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the Kingdom of God.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I suspect that Jesus’ rebuke of his disciples did not leave his disciples angry and confused. Rather, his direct words opened a door of understanding, and together, Jesus and his disciples entered it.
So, my brothers and sisters, don’t be afraid of being rebuked by the one who loves us so much that he gave his life to reveal to us His Father’s love. The prize we await is fullness of life both now and forever.  And ALL of us need to make a few adjustments in order to be ready for the coming of the Kingdom.
